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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current  scientific 
knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


Subject:     "News  Notes  from  Washington.  "    Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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The  other  day  I  saw  a  cartocn  —  a  picture  of  a  middle-aged  man  out 
"-.Iking  with  his  wife,  in  the  spring  time.     Said  the  man  to  his  wife,  "It  may 
be  the  primitive  in  me,  but  I'm  going  to  take  off  my  coat!" 

I  thought  of  that  cartoon  when  I  read  this  week' s  report  from  our 
Washington  correspondent.     She's  writing  about  the  National  Forests  this  week, 
and  I  detect  a  certain  nostalgia  in  her  words. 

"Do  you  ever,"  she  says,  "long  to  get  away  from  it  all?    To  lie 
neath  a  shady  tree,  and  list  to  the  murmuring  pines  and  the  hemlocks,  in  the 
forest  primeval?    Do  you  ever  long  for  a  chance  to  fish  and  hunt  and  ride,  climb 
a  mountain,  and  pick  berries  in  their  native  haunts?    If  you  long  to  do  all 
these  things,"  she  continues,  "plan  to  spend  your  vacation  in  one^of,our  National 
Forests.    No  matter  where  you  live,  you  can  find  a  National  For esf/cKse  by, 
for  they're  distributed  throughout  thirty  different  States,  and  they  cover  ikl 
"illion  acres  of  land,  not  counting  Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico. 

"Last  ye?r,  according  to  the  Forest  Service  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  more  than  thirty-eight  million  people  visited  the 
National  Forests.    That  was  an  all-time  high.     And  it  looks  as  if  even  more 
than  thirty-eight  million  will  visit  the  forests  this  year.    You'll  see  them 
climbing  the  White  fountains  and  the  Green  fountains,  following  trails  through 

Appalachians,  the  Rockies,  and  the  Sierra  Nevadas.  You  will  see  them  taking 
rictures  on  the  brims  of  awe-inspiring  canyons,  swimming  in  tree-bordered  lakes, 
fishing  in  trout-filled  streams  while  they  repeat  the  Fisherman's  Prayer: 


"'Lord,  suffer  me  to  catch  a  fish 

So  large  that  even  I 
In  talking  of  it  afterwards 

Shall  have  no  need  to  lie. ' " 


Well  well!     Our  Washington  correspondent  does  make  me  want  to  go 
places  and  see  things.    After  a  few  more  reports  like  today's,  I'll  take  off 
ny  coat  and  turn  primitive  myself. 

There  are  nearly  3»000  improved  public  camp  grounds  in  the  National 
Forests  now,  many  of  them  being  completed  during  193^  by  PWA  and  CCC  workers. 
Last  year,  the  National  Forests  of  Region  5,  California,  attracted  the  largest 
r.-imber  of  visitors  —  a  total  of  more  than  17  and  a  half  million.     The  North- 
eastern Region  was  next,  with  over  four  million. 
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"If  you  like  interesting  figures,"  says  our  Washington  correspondent, 
"I  can  give  you  some  that  show  how  nature-minded  we  are  becoming.    In  1917,  a 
little  over  three  million  visited  the  National  Forests,     In  193*+.  as  I  said 
before,  there  were  more  than  thirty- eight  million.     If  you  want  mere  information 
about  the  forests,  and  the  recreational  opportunities  they  afford,  write  to  the 
Forest  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C." 

Now  for  the  next  item.     This  concerns  something  new  and  interesting  — 
a  "Who's  Who  in  .American  Plant  and  Animal  Life."    Machine  Age  scientists  have 
accomplished  wonders  in  the  development  of  superior  forms  of  machinery  —  now 
they  are  taking  an  interest  in  superior  forms  of  plants  and  animals. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  taking  the  lead  in  an 
organized  search  for  the  very  best  strains  of  plant  and  animal  life.  Cooperating 
with  the  Department  are  the  kS  State  agricultural  experiment  stations,  foreign 
genetic  institutions,  and  private  plant  and  animal  breeders. 

One  of  the  first  results  of  this  search,  Secretary  Wallace  announced 
last  month,  will  be  the  assembling  of  what  might  be  called  a  "Who's  Who  in 
American  Plant  and  Animal  Life"  —  a  catalog  of  plants  and  animals  already  proved 
superior  for  such  important  characters  as  productivity,  resistance  to  disease, 
and  ability  to  transmit  desirable  characteristics. 

Now,  how  does  one  go  about  it,  to  compile  a  "Who's  Who  of  Plants  and 
Animals"?    Well,  our  Washington  correspondent  explains  that  the  first  step  is 
to  get  from  every  section  of  the  United  States,  and  from  foreign  countries  too  — 
facts  about  the  most  important  plants  and  animals.    These  facts  will  be  printed 
in  the  1936  Yearbook  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  —  they'll  probably  require 
3CC  pages  of  that  book.     Then  this  information  —  what  the  geneticists  call 
"an  inventory  of  superior  germ  plasm"  —  will  be  available  to  scientists  and 
i"-rmers  everywhere. 

The  final  step  in  the  Department's  program  to  improve  plants  and 
live-stock  involves  more  efficient  distribution  of  superior  germ  plasm  to  plant 
and  animal  breeders  who  can  make  use  of  it. 

Sounds  like  an  important  and  far-reaching  program,  doesn't  it?  And 
certainly  it  will  take  a  leng  time  to  get  results.     But  scientists  are  hardy 
men,  used  to  defeat  as  well  as  success,  and  they  believe  that  in  the  long  run 
this  program  will  have  a  profound  influence  upon  American  agriculture.  Plant 
breeders  have  already  accomplished  much  in  developing  grain  crops,  fruits,  and 
vegetables  which  are  resistant  to  disease,  as  well  as  to  drought  or  frost. 

Progress  in  livestock  development  has  been  more  slow,  but  scientists 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  hope  that  eventually  there'll  be  as  much  pro- 
gress in  livestock  breeding  as  has  already  been  achieved  in  plant  breeding. 

And  so  concludes  our  weekly  letter  from  Washington.    We'll  probably 
near  more  about  both  topics  discussed  today  —  vacations  in  our  National  Forests, 
and  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  program  to  improve  crops  and  livestock. 
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